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                        Chain Links   
Five Links of Chain... as the song went; "Chains keep us together..." 
Each of the five members of Fleetwood-Mac is credited with a share in writing Track 1, Side 2 of the blockbuster "Rumours" album. Bassist, John McVie's contribution, that iconic bass solo was played on his Custom Series I fretless bass, with its omega-cut body and stainless steel fingerboard. I was 8 years old when that song hit the airwaves, and it made quite an impression, but it wasn't until after another 10 years passed that the music decided it was time to come out. Dad's upright bass was always in the corner of our living room, no one was home... I had to try. If I could play that, I thought, then I could play anything. 

So there is the bold significance... “The Chain” is synonymous with five people linked together by, and for music's sake, the whole being greater than the sum of its parts. It was symbolic on a number of levels, very much like this bass is. Someday, when this beautiful instrument passes to someone else, they can just enjoy that simple, understated little ornament there at the end of the fingerboard even if they don't know (or care) about any of that. There is much more to it than just the obvious reference here. 
So, why five links? Again, other than the five song-writers of "The Chain", I have found the number five has a coincidental way of repeating itself over and over. A few are;

Fifths. The circle of fifths helps us visualize the relationships between the 12 tones of the chromatic scale. The first jam session I ever went to, a retired music professor, who also happened to be a bassist, explained why it was so important, especially to a bass player. He gave me a copy, and the light switch went on. 
Five strings. The day I realized that it was possible to have a bass made with an extended range of lower notes was a happy one indeed. I didn't even know about Jimmy Johnson or the connection to Alembic yet, but when those folks got together, something really special happened. 

Five friends. This is a deeply sentimental one. No need to name them here, as they know who they are, even if they don't all know each other. We're inextricably linked, life-long friends. One of them is gone now, but still here in my head. I would love to have played a tune on this bass with him.  

Five defining moments. Everybody has these life-changing events... mine will remain personal, but they were milestones. Whether painful or joyful, humbling or emboldening... each affected the course of life in a profound way, becoming a fixed point, always there for future reference. 

Isn't it interesting how the same thing can have many different meanings? Interpretation, like beauty, is in the eye of the beholder, so of course chains can represent bondage, but thought about a different way - chains, especially when linked, also symbolize strength and continuity. For me, the wonderful gift of playing music has brought freedom and fellowship. Music has taken me places, introducing a world I never knew existed, and provided a whole new means of communication. It's become so much of who I am… and now this instrument becomes a major part of that identity too. 

With Many Thanks to the Staff of Artisans at Alembic, I present you; Alembic Custom Fretless “Chain Links”  C 14588 USA
                                                                                                        ~Gregory E. Honeycutt 
                                                                                                                     June 1st, 2017

